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E Commiſſioners from Preſ- 
byteries, Burghcs, and Uni- 
verſirics, now conveened,and 
yet ſitting in a full and free 
Aſſembly of the Kirke of 
* «þf| Scotland, indicted by his 
5 if Majeſtic, and gathered roge- 
L - =# therinthe name of the Lord 
Teſus Chriitthe only Head and Monarch of his own 
Kirke; And We Noblemen, Barons, Gentlemen, 
Miniſters, Burgeſſes and Commons, Subſcribers of the 
Confeſsion of Faith, Make it known; that where We 
His Majeſties loyall Subjects of all degrees, conſi- 
dering and taking to heart the many and greaffnno- 
vations and corruptions lately by the Prelats and 
rheiradherents introduced into the doQrine , -wor- 
ſhip, and diſcipline of this Kirke , which had been 
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before in great purity, to our uriſpeakable comfort 
eſtabliſhed among us, Were moved to preſent man 
earneſt deſires and humble ſupplications to his ſa- 
cred Majeſtie, for granting a free generall Aſſembly, 
as the only legall and ready mean to try theſe inno- 
vations, to purge out the corruptions, and ſettle the 
diſorder of the Kirke , for the good of religion, the 
honour of the King, andthe comfort and peace of 
the Kirk and Kingdome: Ir pleaſed his gracious Ma- 
jeſtie outofhis Royall bquaty , to dircft unto this 
Kingdome, the N »blearid Potent Lord-lames Mar- 
qucs of Hammiltoyn, with Commiſhon to hear and 
redreſlg the juſt grievances ofthe good ſubjects: who 
by many petitions and frequent conferences, being 
fully informed of the abſolute neceſſity ofafree ge- 
ncrall Aſſembly, as the only judieatory which had 
power to remedie thoſe evils , was pleaſed to under- 
go the pains of a voyage to Englandfor preſenting 
the pititull condition of our Kirk to his ſacred Maje- 
ſtie; And the ſaid Commiſſioner his Grace returned 
againin Auguſt laſt , with power totnditan Aſſem. 
bly , but with the condition of ſuch prelimitations, 
as did both deſtroy the freedome of an Aſſembly, 
and cquldno wayes cure the preſent diſcaſes of this 
Kirk. Which was made ſo clearly apparent to his 
Grace, that for ſatisfying the reaſonable delires of 
the $ybjeds, groaning under the wearineſle and pre- 


judices of longſome attendance, He was again plea- 


ſed to under-take another journey to His Majeſtic, 
and promiſed to endeavourto obtaine a free Gene- 
rall Aſſembly , without any prelimitcation, either 
of the conſtitution and memners , or matters ro be 
treated, or manner, aad order of proceeding: ſo as 
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ſamine forthe greateſt cauſes of His ryling and away 


* going from the Aſſembly ) The ſaminc ſhould be 


cognoſccd,judged,and determined by the Aſſembly, 
as the only judge competent. And accordingly by 
warrant from our - Sacred Soveraigne. returned to 
this Kingdome, and in September laſt cauſed indict a 
free Generall Afſembly to be holden ar Glaſgow, the 
21. of Novembcr laſt, to the unſpeakable joy of all 
good Subjets, and Chriſtian hearts, who thereby 
did expect thepcrfcdt ſatisfation oftheir long expe- 
Rations; and the finall remedie of their preſking grie- 
vances, Buttheſe hopes were ſoone blaſted, for al. 
beirthe Aſſembly did meet and begin at the appoinr- 
cd day, and for the ſpace of ſeven dayes fitting was 
countenanced with his Graces perſonall preſence, 
yet his Grace did never allow any fredometo the 
Aſſembly,competent toit by the Word of God,adts 
and praRtiſc of this Kirk, andhis Majeſties indiction, 
but did labourto reſtrainthe ſamineduring the time 
of His abode there, by proteſting againſt all the acts 
made therein, and againſt the conſtitution thereof 
byſuch members, as by all law, reaſon, and cuſtome 
ofthis Kirk, were ever admitted as members conſti- 
tuents of our free Aſſemblics: and by denying his 
approbation tothe things proponed and concluded, 
thoughmoſt cleare,cuſtomable,and uncontroverted, 
And further his Grace after the preſcntingand read- 
ing of His own commiſſion from our Sacred Sove- 
-UgNC, 
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raigne,atd after His ſecing all our commiſſions from 
Presbyterics; Burghes, and Univerſities, produced 
and examined, and the Aſſembly conſtirute inall the 
members by unanimous conſent, did to our 
grief, without any juft cauſe or occafion offered by 
us, unexpectedly deparr, and diſcharge any further 
meeting or proceeding inthis Aſſembly, under the 
pain of treaſon, and after ſeven dayes fitting, declare 
all as made, or thereafter to be made inthis Aſſem- 
bly, to be of no forcenor ſtrength , and that forſuch 
cauſes as were either than expreſt verbally, by his 
Grace,or contained in a Proclamation made by his 
Grace, at Glaſgow, without any warrand of an a@ of 
Counſel}, contrare to the law and cuſtome of this 
realme: whereunto we anſwered by our Proteſtation 
of the 2 9,of November; or otherwayes for ſuch rea- 
ſons, as his Grace thought meet to alledge, which 
are ſince ſuperadded in this late Proclamation, now 
made art Edinburgh, this 18. of December, whercin, 
for our greater ſurcharge of ſorrow, we are heavily 


and wrongouſly blamed and taxed of many great 


offenges. 

Ad firſt formaking Proteſtation againſt rhe Pro- 
clamation made at Edinburgh the 22. of September 
laſt, whereas our reaſons contained in that our Pro. 
reſtation are ſo forceable and juſt, ro demonſtratethe 
neceſſity and lawtulneſle of ouract,that we judgecall 
good men and Chriſtians will be ſatisfied therewith, 
whereanent ive remit our ſclves toour Proteſtation 
printed , and will not for ſhortnes repeatthe ſamine 
reaſons here, | 

And where we arereproached and blamed in this 
new Proclamation for guarding and watching the 


caſtc11 
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caſtell of Edinburgh, and impedingroimport amuni- Avent 
tion, or other neceſſaries, to any of his Majeſties our 
| houſes,an aQ which is eratto be withoutanex- wearcbing 
ample inthe Chriſtian world, ſeeing we deny that li- * _ 
berty to our Soveraigne, which the meaneſt of us, — h 
« do aſſume to ourſelves. For anſwer hereunto, we g's 
confidently affirme that weare unjuſtly challenged 
of all the ſaid points , except for prevecning dangers' 
evidently threatned unto us, by circumipeRatrend.- 
ance about the caſtell of Fdinburgh, which afterward 
we ſhall ſhow to bewarrantably done : For we de- 
clarethat we have never made the leaſt ſttope or hin- 
derance to the importation of any amunirion, victu. 
all, orthing whatſoever, into any other of his Maje- 
ties houſes, orcaſtels ; Nor for carrying all neceſſa- 
| ric ſuſtentation into the caſtell of Edinburgh.Neither 
hath any of us fortified, or provided any of our pri- 
vate houſes for warlike defence ; ſo that all thoſeare 
heavy, and unjuſt imputations, But we confeſſe and 
- | + grant, that there being ſome proviſtonand amuniri- 
on quietly imported into this Kiagdome, for furni- 
ſhing the caſtell of Edinburgh, and intended ſecretly 
to have been put therein, We havecarefully preveen- 
ed the ſamine by ourdiligent attendance, And that 
for ſuch reaſons, grounded upqn equity, the law of 
nature,and municipall laws and acts of Parliament of 
this Kingdome,and the loveable example of our pre= 
deceſſours : For the truth is that having petitioned 
wa his Majeſtie for redrefſe of our juſt grievances , anda 
legall tryall thereof, before we receaved any anſwer 
thereunto, all poſſible means were uſed todiſlolve 
that union , which was made amongſt us , for that 
good cauſc, andtoimped all our mectingsfrom deli- , 
b-day 1K berating 
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berating therepon, wherein'therown of Edivbargh 
made'a confiderable part, not only as an imaporta 
member of tis conjunftion, butas moſt cemmo. 
dious' and ordinare place of our mectings , ſo thar 
when all other means of perſwaſion had failled;the. 
means of terrour was not ft unaſſayed ;: And: for. 
that effect a great quantity 'of . amungion - was 
broughtby ſea from ern pe 1 to have beenclan- 
deſtinly imported into thecaſtell of Edinburgh; as no. 
doubt ir was intended, ſeeing the ſamine was unload-. 
cd in the dead time of the night: And weconlidering. 
that in caſe the ſaminehad been importedinto theca- 
ſell, with other proviſion and ſtore formerly-theres 
in, the ſamine might have beenuſcd and imployed 
for the overthrow of that place, and tended to our. 
great prejudice. by. with-drawing them, upon thar 
tcrrour , and diſplaceingus from our ordinary meet- 
ings, upon theſe reafons and conliderations we pre- 
veened the ſamine by ſuch aloyall way. as cannox be. 
offenſive to authority: For the ſafety of thepublicks 
the end of all lawfull power and ſupreme lav.. And the 
adverſaries of our Religion having formerly boaſted 
by thar proviſion, ſo to furniſh the caſtcll, that ir 
might beat down the town of Edimbeargh, and bar 
the ſupplicants from mecting therein, we had juſt. 
reaſonto hinder that ferter of ſlavery to be putupon 
therown; and that the caſtell of Edinbwzh which is 
amongſt the firſt ſtrengths of the land againſt forrane 
forces, might beturned as a ſpeciall engine ofcon- 
ſtrainr againſt che SubjeRs, to hinder their lawfull 
mertings, or to force thetown of Edinburghto ſepa- 
rate fromthe reſt of the ſupplicants. Which great 
prejudicethe law of nature teacheth us, to avoid,and 
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yer wehavenot proceeded therein without the war- 
rand of theacts of Parliament, | p 

For Firſt where there is any violent preſumption 
of ſpoyling of thecountrey, Iris ordained that the 
Lievtennant raiſe the countrey , and paſſe to ſuch ca- 
ſtels and fortalices where there is any unrulic men, 
and take ſoverty of the perſons within theſe houſes, 
that the countrey andall the Kings licges be unharm- 
ed, and unskathed of, the ſaids houſes, and of them 
who inhabits the ſamine from time furth : And ifany 
make difficulty to be arreſted and finde ſoverty as 
law-will , they ſhall be ſtreinyed rherero. James 
2+ Par, 2. a& 3. And therefore now ſeeing there is 
not only violent preſumption, but great minafling, 
from the adverſaries of the truth and countrey, and 
their adherents, of rhe _—_— of the countrey and 
harming of the ſamine; And eſpecially his Majcſties 
lieges within Edinbargh, by the extraordinary pro= 
viſion of munition to the caſtell of Edinburgh, and 
that by the ſaids Biſhops plors from his Majeſties 
prime officers, who in his Majeſties abſence ſhould 
preveen that inconvenient by the ordinance of that 
a&: Therefore upontheir default the countrey it ſelf 
and the Kings lieges in whoſe favours the a& is 
made, may provide for their own ſafety, and keep 
themſelves unharmed by thar caſtell, or any inhabi- 
rants thereof, and ſo preveen the importation of a- 
munition thereunto conforme to the ſaid att of Par- 
lament, 

Secondly as the caſtell of Edinburgh and certaine 
other caſtels and lands are the Kings undoubted an- 
nexed property, ſo it is to. beconſidered for what 
cauſe they were annexed, by whom annexed _ 
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what condition, and haw to be diſponed upon. For 
the only .cauſe expreſt in the annexation thereof 
41, a, Tames 2. Par. 11. is that the poverty of the 
crown, is oftymes the cauſe of the poverty of the 
realme: Which at makes no mention that the King 
was annexer of the caſtels and lands tothecrown, 
but only that by the adviſe of the full Councell of 
the Parliament it was ſo ſtatute and ordained, And 
appointes that they may not be diſponed upon, 
without advyſe, deliverance, anddecreet, of the 
whole Parliament , for great, ſcen, and reaſonable 
cauſes of the realme. So that being thus annexcd to 
the crown be the realme it ſelf, for avoyding anin- 
convenient to the realme , and being annexed with 
condition not to be difponed upon withoutthe ad- 
Viſe and decreet of the whole Parliament, and for 
great, feen, and reaſonable ; ary ofthe realme; ju-- 
ſtice and equity will require,that theſe caſtels ſhould 
not be bes inſtrument of the poverty and deſo- 
lation of the capirall rown ofthe realme, and of the 
.harme of the moſt conſiderable part of the body of 
the realme there conveened, for ſupplicating his Ma- 


jeſty, andthe Councell, andpreparing overtours to -. 


the future Parliament, for redrefle of our juſtgrie- 
vances. But now by this extraordinary proviſion 
to the caſtell, being threatned with ruine and exter- 
minion, they may ſtopthe misimploying of that be-' 
nefite granted be the realme eo animo & 4d hunc finem, 
for the well ofthe realme, while the Parliament of 
the Kingdome give their bumble adviſe to his Maje- 
ſtie thereanenr. | 

Thirdly by the 9,at 9.Par./ames6.It is acknowledg 
edthatthecaſtle of Zdinburgh , Dumbartine, Stirling, 


and 
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and Blakneſſe,are foure chief ſtrengths, ofthe realme- 
which ought to be ſafely kept totheKings behoye, 8: 
welfaire ofthe realme: And for keeping the alle 
Fainburgh,thereis aſſigned with conſent of the &ſtats 
both money and victuall, a great part whereof is 
furth of the thirds of benefices, which thirds in De- 
cember x 561. weredecerned and ordained by Queen 
Marie with adviſe of her Councell, and others of 
the Nobility then preſentto be uptaken and imploy- 
ed for theſerwo uſes:viz. Suſtaining of Miniſters,and 
entertaining and ſetting forward the common and 
publick effairs of the countrey and common-wealth 
ofthe realme: which was alſo inaedat 10. Par. 14 
Tames6. and thereafter ratified at 121,Par. 12.7ames 
6. Whereby ir doth appear that as the caſtell is che 
Kings undenyable annexed property , ſoit isalſoa 
ſtrength ofthe realme, which ſhould be ſafely keprto _ 
his Majcſties behove, and wel- faire of the realme, ha- 
ving forthekeeping thereof rents afſigned with con- 
ſent ofthe three eſtates of the Kingdome forth out 
of the thirds of notice atanche the eſtates /# e- 
um uf wm , for entertaining and ſetting forward the 
publick cffairs of the countrey and common-wealth 
of the realme. And conſequently the moſt loyall 
patt of the body of the realme hath maine intereſt,to 
divertthe converting of this ſtregth to the weakning 
or ruine ofthe realme or any member thereof,threat- 
ned by this unuſuall proviſion,and openly denounc+ 
ed by our ſaid enemies, 

Fourthly by the 125. at 7. Pat. James 6. It is ac- 


knowledged thar the Kings caſtels and ſtrengehs are 


the keyes of the realme: and the only uſe of keyes'is 
for kceping together in ſafety and preſervation,and 
| =» al =. a 
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not for ſpartling , diſperſing, oc perdition. So that 
therealmeand colleQive body thereof can hardly be 
diſallowed for contributing their loyall endeavours 
to the good keepingof their own keyes, when con- 
trary to the right end theſckeyes areuſed againſtthe 
countrey and realme; whereof they ſhould be,andare 
the keyes of ——_ bethe ſaid act isdeclared, 

Fifthly by the lame a& , all violent detainers ofthe 
Kings caſtles from him , or conſtrainers ofthe Kings 
regents to redeeme his own houſes, and all makers 
ofany ſuch bargane, merchandice, or market ofthe 
Kings caſtles : Arc only ordained to rander and deli- 
ver again what they have receaved for reddition of 
theſaids caſtles, and that the King ſhall have ation 
for repetition thereof as neceſlarly given for the 
time, and wrongouſly receaved for unlawfull cauſes, 
And our proceedings being compared with the ſub- | 
ject of thata®t of Parliament cannot deſerve ſo harſh 
conſtructions, where the beſt part of the body of the 
realme bcing conſtrained for indemnity of their per 
ſons and goods,do neither take nor detaine the catle,\ 
butonly with-hold importation,firſt clandeſtinly in- 
tended , and thereafter openly threatned,of all kinde 
of warlike and invaſive furniture:which could be uſe. 
full ro-no purpoſe, buttothe harm and annoyance of 
thoſe who were conveened for the juſt occaſions 
foreſaids , who deſerve and expe approbation and 
thanks from his Majeſty in His own due time, for 
keeping His evill counſellours, and bad patriots, 
from putting hand in His beſt Subje&s. 

Sixthly by the 25. a, 6. Par. Tames 2, ſundry 
points of treaſone are enumerate: And amongſt the 
reſt one is the aſlajleing without conſent - the 
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eſtates the caſtles or places where the Kings perſ>n 
ſhal happen to be. And now the Kings perſon nor be- 
ing inthis caſtle,but out of che countrey,and the beſt 
and moſt loyall part of His Subjects both for num- 
ber, and fidelity, imploring his Majeſties authority, 
for convocating the eſtates,to take order with theſe, 
who preſuming upon his Majelſties abſence,are bold 
to givehim ſiniſtrous information and counſell, theſe 
who do no wayes aſſaile the caſtle, but bars theſe e- 
vil patriots from putting in execution their damna- 
ble ſuggeſtions by their ſupercherie violence and ter. 
rifications from that caſtle, before the convention of 
eſtates , cannot in law and equity be challenged in 
their carriage ſo neceſſary to them in the interim, 
while the eſtates conveen in a Parliament:which now 
his Majeſtic hath been graciouſly pleaſed to pro- 
claime, 

Seyenthly itis knownby our Chronicles and Re- 
cords,that the caſtle of Edinburgh was givenin keep- 
ing to the houſe of Erskine by the King and Cſtates 
of Parliament, hac lege expreſſa & conditione, ut nulls 
niſiconventui ordinum repoſcenti traderent. 

Eighthly this a& is not unexampledin the Chriſti- 
an world:but hath many preſidents both inthe hiſto- 
ry of other Kirks and Kingdomes,and of our own, 
which hath many ſuch examples even done by the 
eſtates themſelves: whoſe fa& doth make our right, 
and whoſe authority is ratified conformeto the anct- 
ent and loveable cuſtome, in puniſhing rebellious 
Subjects, and preſerving the faithfull, act 130. Par, 
8. lames 6. | 

In thenextplace we are upbraided for our mect- 
ings:which in the Proclamation are called Councelt 
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tables only,by that name which by ordinary expreſ- 
ſion is duc to judicatories: to makeit belceved, that 
wehave arrogate to our ſelves ſome unwarrandable 
powcr and authority ; ( which we neither have nor 
intends to do Godwilling) whereas the truthis that 
ina matter ſo highly importing all of us, asthe pre- 


ſervation of religion and purity of Gods worſhip, it . 


was moſtneceſſary for us ta meet,and that in a ſober, 
modeſt , and quyet way, fordeliberating with joynte 
adviſc upon thoſe weighty buſineſſes for the good 
of the Kirke, his Majcſties honour, and peace of the 
Kingdome : And thoſe mectings did never emit nor 
ſend forth any authoritative command or injundti- 


ons, but conclude upon ſuch adviſes as might be 


moſt expedicnt for advancing that great bulineſic, 
and facilitating the way of ſupplication to his Maje- 
ſtie, and overtours forthe Aſſembly and Parliament, 
which wasan act lawfull and approveable1a the ſelf, 
albcir the concluſions thereof did not cary the force 
or validity ofa binding law or command, which was 
never aimed at, nor intended. Which meetings they 
might warrantably keep for that end, being for Gods 
glory , and removing the juſt grievances of the Sub- 
jects, nowayes prohibited by any of ourmunicipall 
laws, which diſapproveth ſuch conventions as are 
for diſturbance ofthe peace, or uſurpationagainſtau- 
thority, whercof neither of the two can be alledged 
againſt theſe meetings. Not the firſt becauſe noin- 
vaſion, violence, offer of wrong, by word or deed, 


, to any perlone, no even to thoſe, upon whayithey 


juſtly complain, enſewed upon the ſame, notwith- 
ſtanding of their provocations, and their fears =_ 
repreſente to his Majeſty,and maliciouſly pretend- 
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ed for their ſtay out of the countrey. Notthe ſe- 
cond: becauſe their meetings wastoconſult in man- 
ncr forcſaid upon the moſt fitting and humble way 
of ſupplicating his Majeſtie, and for the moſt conve- 
nicnt propoſitions to be repreſented to his Majeſtic, 
the Parliament, and Aſſembly : all which acts arc 
moſt compatible with the loyalty and duety of 
goodSubjeds,and dono waics intrinchupon autho-' 
rity,ſccing they can never be challenged to have al- 
ſumed ro themſelves any judiciall determination in 
any matter of ſtate civill nor eccleſiaſticall , but by 
voluntary inſtructions and opinions every one to a- 
nothcr in a common cauſe of religion, did reſolve 
what might be moſt conduceable to their lawfull and 
juſt ends. And yet thoſe conventions wantnot the 
warrand of law aud authority, becauſe they conſiſt 
ofthe Nobility, Barrons , Burrows, and Mmiſterie, 
which by the fundamentall laws of the land, have 
place of proponing, reaſoning, and voting in Par- 
liament and Aſſemblies, act 1 13, King lames the 6. 
Par. 11. whercin isacknowledged that it isneceſſar 
tothe King and his eſtates to be truely informed of 
the needs and cauſes pertaining to His loving Sub- 
jeds inalleſtates,andtherefore ratifieth thea& made 
by King [ames, 1,470 1427. Giving power to Bar- 
rones, to propone all and ſundry needs, and cauſes, 
and to hear, treat, and determine all cauſes to be pro- 
poned in Parliament: which neceflary andtrucinfor- 
mation cannot be made tro his Majeſtic and eſtates, 
without privy meeting and conſyſzation : and con- 
ſequently it being granted ro them, to informe the 
King, andeſtares, and to propone, hear, treat , and 


finally determine all needs and caules to be pong: 
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ed in Parliament, theremuſt be neceſſarly under: 


ſtood to be a ſufficient power granted to them for 
meeting andadviſing upon thatinformation: 2 uia ali- 
quo conceſſo,omnia conceſsa videntur, ſine quibus conceſcum 
expedirt nequit. And as to the Miniſters they have 
likewa yes po wergranted to them, not only by the 
word of God and conſtitutions ofthe Kirke, but by 
the King and laws of this land,to propone, reaſone, 
and vote in Aſſemblies , and bethe ſamine parity of 
reaſone to keep preceding meetings,notto determi- 
nate orexecute,, but to conſult upontheir neceſſa 
propoſitions : So that theſe lawfull meetings for the 
religious end, ſuffer wrongouſly the invidious deſig- 
nation of Councell tables: which is only done for 
procuring miſconftrucion againſt them; Becauſe 
at theſe meetings and conſultations they ſar abour a 
table, which poſtureis no wayes prejudiciall to au- 
thority, the meaneft of mechanik crafts having their 
own tables whereabour they fit, when they conſult 
1;pon the ſmalleſt buſineſſe importing their trade. 
And farder theſe ſame meetings conſiſting ofcom- 
miſfioners from cach Sheritedomeand body of this 
cſtate, were allowed by his Majeſties Councel firſt, 8 
thereafter by the Commiſſioner his Grace: In ſo far 
as the whole Subjets of this Kingdome out of their 
reſentment ofthe weight of this cauſe, having nume- 
rouſly convecned at Edinburgh, from all the parts 
of the Kingdome, that confluence of pcople was 
deſired to be diſſolved, and direted to makechooſe 
forth of that great number of ſome commiſſioners 
from each ſhyre who might meet to repreſent their 
Juſt grievances and dcfires, and atrend the anſwers 
thereot. 'F _——_— 
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The third particular challengein the P roclamati; — 
on, is for the illegalland unformall courſe taken in = 
the cletion of commiſhoners to the Aſſembly, wembers 
whercof ſome are alledged to have beenunderthe of che 
cenſure of this Kirke , ſome under the cenſure of Aſembly 
the Kirke of Ireland, ſome baniſhed for teach- 4#4ged 
ing againſt Monarchic, others bcing ſuſpended, 77" 
ſome admitted to the Miniſtery contrareto the laws ſures _ 
of this Kingdome,others ar the horne,ſome confyn- © 
cd, and all by oath boundtothe overthrow of epiſ- 
copacie;z whereunto although no anſwer be requi- 
ſite, ſeeing the perſons thereby meaned,are not ſpeci- 
ally condeſcended upon, yet for clearing all mens 
mindes, and ſhowing the warraatablenefſe of our 
proceedings, it is of truththarthe Aſſembly after 
particular rryall which they took upon ſome ſuch 
ſurmiſes, could nor finde any cenſured by the Kirke 
of Scotland, or Ireland, by a lawfull manner, ina law. 
full judicatory, or fora lawfull cauſe: But onthe 
contrary , the Aſſembly after carefull ſearching and 
examination, found that any cenſure inflicted upon ' 
any of theſe perſons in Scotland was only by a Biſhop 
(who ought to be puniſhed for taking arrogantly 
on him the name of the Kirke of Scot/and ) and that 
without the adviſe of any Presbitery, bur ſitting in 
his high commitſion (which was condemned by the 
laws of this Kirke and Kingdome, is diſcharged by 
the Kings Proclamation,is oneof ourjuſt grievances, 
and a part of the Biſhops dittay ) and that only for 
refuſing the innovations and corruptions abjured by 
theconfeſſion of Faith 1580. For the cenſure of the 
Kirke of 1reland,it was not notified to the Aﬀembly 
by any ſuch objection, and ”= out of their zeal and 
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care to ſatisfie all theſe miſinformations whereof 
they heard ſome whiſpecrings ,they fand after tryall, 
that theſe cenſures inflited were for the ſame cauſes 
foreſaids , and yet could not milirate out-withthe 
bounds of that diocie where they were cenſured 
in their own law and pratique, and none of them 
were ever baniſhed for any cauſe, let be for that odi- 
ous cauſe pretended in the Proclamation: wherein 
the mention of horning againſt ſome of the commiſ- 
fioners could not be a lawfull exception againſt 
them, becauſe horning can neither take away their 
Miniſteriall funion, nor deprivethe Presbyteries of 
their voice by their commiſſioners: But in ſpeciall 
this horning againſt the commiſſioners to the Al- 
ſembly cannot be reſpe&ted; becauſe it was done in 
Edinburgh upon a ſuddenty ( upon what intention we 
rmit every oneto conſider) after all the members 
of the Aſſembly were goncto Glaſgow, and yet Pro- 
teſtation was taken againſt the ſamine, and ſuſpenſi; 
on craved upon the reall offer of conſignation, 
which, contrare to the commone law and practiſe 
of this Kingdome, was unexampledly refuſed, and 
publick inſtruments taken thereupon: All which ob- 
jeions are only now remembred to blemiſh the 
proceedings of this Aſſembly, but werenever urged 
nor proponed in the Aſſembly , buton the contrare, 
the Commiſſiones of all perſons were produced, 
examined , diſcuſſed, and approven in my Lord 
Commiſſioners own audience, without any contrare 
yoice ofthe Aſſembly: And yet upon thele challeng- 
es much is built againſt the Aſſembly,and the ſamine 
areaggravate from a preceeding oath, whereby itis 
aledged that the comthiſſioners were bound to 
0- 
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overthrow epiſcopall government, which is 'of the 
ſame ſtamp and mertall with the reſt: For thetruth 
is that there was never any oath given, nor exacted, 
but thatwhich is contained inthe Covenant, where- 
by all was abjured , only in generall, which was con- 
trare to the confeſſion of Faith 1580, leavingtothe 
tryall anddetermination ofthe Aſſembly , whether 
epiſcopacic and ſome other innovations were repug- 
nant to the ſaid confeſſion ornot, And at the beſt ic 
15 a bad inference, that one who hath maintained or. 
thodox opinions, and preached againſt hereſic, and 
errour, may not inthe lawfull judicatorie voicefor 
condemnation of theſe errours. And as for the c- 
leftion of Modcratours, admiſſion of Miniſters by 
Presbyteries, and reſtitution of Elders: Theſame 
needeth no anſwer in this place, being ſufficiently 
cleared by us before, in our anſwers to the eleventh 
articles exhibite unto us by the Commilsioner his 
Grace; Which anſwers were ſo latisfatory,that af- - 
tcr the receit of the ſame,his Grace promiſedto pro- 
curea free generall Aſſembly , with power todeter- 
mine upon all queſtions anent members, matter,and 
manner of proceeding. And are further cleared in 
the book of Policic, and other acts already cited in 
our particular anſwer to the declinator of this AF 
ſembly produced by the Biſhops: All which is ap- 
proven by this generall Aſſembly, and all acts carry- 


ing appearance of contrariety theirto upon undent- |, , , 


able grounds are declared to be null ab zxz710. 


The fourth a& rubed upon us to our prejudice by jegged in 
the Proclamation, is the ſending from the tables of frumenrs 
inſtructions, whereof the headsare ſummarly ex- ſe": from 


preſt , which his Grace indecd did ſhow tothe Al- 5 
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ſembly , and then the members ofthe Aſſe mbly de- 

clared that neither of theſe p+pers were ever ſent 
from the meetings at Edinburgh to any man in their 
knowledge, and yet for the firſt ( which poſlibly 
might have been ſome privatcdiretionof one friend 
to another , without common adviſe ) Ir doth not 
contain any thing offenfive or partiall. For the phraſe 
of loſing of our Chriſtian and civill liberty , might 
be warrantably expreſt in relation to our former 
bondage and flavery, under the Prelats tyranizing 
inthcir high Commiſsion, whereby moſt ſummarly 
attheir own pleaſure they depryved, fyned,and con- 
fyncd all perſons and ——_ , With ſuch an high 
band as juſtly we might affect deliverance from that 
ſervitude, which was likely more to cntereſle by the 
unlimited power uſurped in their Canons: Sothat 
the deſire of this liberty cannot be judged an affecta- 
tion of licentious living without ſubjection to law- 
full authority, which in our ſolemne Covenant with 
God we have ſworn to maintaine. And as for the 0- 
ther paper: the ſame is the forgeric of our enemies 
preſented to the Commiſſioner his Grace, of dclibe- 
rate purpoſe to make a pretext for diſcharge of the 
Aſſembly, which we are ſory was ſo readily em- 

braced, notwithſtanding that when the fame was 

produced by the Commilsioner, the ſame was not 

only cleared ro bee no draught ſent by publick 

adviſe, butthe members of the Aſſembly, and even 

thoſe whom his Grace moſt ſuſpected, denyed the 

ſame, and offered to controll it by production of the 


true paper of their inſtructions , altogether diſagrec- | 


ing from that other, produced by the Commilsio- 
ner, except 1n therwo poynts following, which had 
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been craftily intermixed with the ſaids untruths, to 
givethem ſomecountenance of probabilitic. Likeas ' 
they profeſſed to his Grace, upon their oath , that 
they had never ſecn the ſame before, nor ever read 
any of the articles thercin contained in any other pa. 
per, except the fourth and the eighth articles, where. 
of the fourth , was for c{chewingas far as might be, 
Chapel-men, Chapter-men, and Miniſters Iuſtices 
of pcace, from bcing choſen Commiſſioners to the 
Aſſembly: which was ſo reaſonable,thatnone could 
be offended thereat, becauſe Chapel-men had appro- 
ven, and without warrand of this Kirk, practiſed the 
innovations introduced of late;ztheChapter-men had 
practiſed the booke of ordination, and (contrareto 
theadts ofthe Kipgke diſcharging Chapters,and their 
cletion\ot Biſhops 1578) had approventhe corrup- 
tions of\Kirk government, and Miniſters Iuſtices of 
peace ha how accepted that civill office upon 
them, whcreunto they were promoved for the moſt 
part as creatures and dependers of Biſhops. And 
the cighth wherein ſome are deſired to ſtudy the 
points which were likely to be agitate in the Aſſem- 
bl y, as de Epiſcopatu, de ſenioribus , and among other 
points,de poteſtate ſupremi Magiitratus in Eccleſiaſticis, 
preſertim in convecandis conciliis, whereat none can 
take juſt exception, becauſeit wasthe ducty of every 
member of tharAſſembly to inſtruct & enable them- 
ſelves for agitating every point, which might occur 
to be ſpoken of there by any,or been proponed berthe 
Doctors of Aberdene , who were expected thereand 
commanded to ſtudytheſe poynts:So thatthis ought 
not to be wreſted to their prejudice, [ceing it was 1n- 
cumbent to theAfſembly to know the preciact of = 
Kirks 
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Kirks juriſdiction , cfpecially anent their own AL. 
ſemblics, and to diſtinguiſh it fromthe cvill juriſdi- 

ion of the ſupreme Magiſtrate , giving to God 

what is Gods,and to Ceſar what is Celars, whereby 

the ſoveraigneMagiſtrate hath no prejudice;but great 
benefite, ro know the extentof his power 1n matters 
Eccleſfiaſticall, leſt either he ſhould come ſhort of 

what is due to him ,or for want of true information 
incroach upon the liberties of Chriſts Kirk : where- 

by itis moſt evident that no indire& nor partiall 
courſes,nor dangerous propoſitions have beenuſed 

inthe preparations and elections to this Aſſembly, 

but fuch as arc moſt legall, peaccable, ordinar, and 

warrantable, 

gee: In the next place the Proclamation charges our 
going to innocency for repairing to the Aſſembly with great 
Glaſcow, Froupecs and bands of men bodden in fear of war,and 
with al> furniſhed with forebidden armes, in contempt of a 
leaged preceeding Proclamation : whereas thetruth is that 
ww * our going and repairing to Glaſzow was inthe moſt 
"m_ peaceablc, quyer, and ſingle way which mightſerve 
Pu forour ſecurity and indemnity againſt ſundry-out- 
laws, Clangregors,and their followers, who ſhortly 

bctore the meeting of the Aſſembly, had done ſun- 

dry outragcs, and committed many inſolences upon 

the Kings good Subjects in theſe Weſterneparts, 

bo:h to private men, whom by their number they 
 mightenforce, and by exacting moneys at publick 
mercats near Glaſzow,whereot many were advertiſed 

by their private friends from theſe places, and to 

come thither prepared for cviting all affront or ha- 

zard which they might incurre by that raſcallie mul. 
tirade : So that being firmely reſolved of beforeto 
| go 
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gothitherevery one accompanied with hjs own or- 
dicary private traine, we yet continued in that reſo. 
lution, and went thither in moſt ſober and quyer 
way, only withthis change, that for preveening thar 
hazard , we went not every man alone with his own 
ordinary ſervants, but ſome few together went in 
company, which is not only ordinary in going out 
the way ; but was moſt expedientat thattime;tor a- 
voyding the foreſaid hazard and prejudice : which 
moved us all, ſo to cary with us ſome offenſive wea- 
pons, wherewithnot only theſe rebels were provyd- 
cd: But likewayes ſuch who went to Glaſgow with 
his Majeſties Commiſſtoners: who upon that fame 
neceſſity were likewayes provided with thoſe pro- 
hibited weapons, and yet there carriage nothing 
thought rodeboird from the duety of goodSubjedts, 
Upon thele reaſons ſome of the ſupplicants being 
preſent in Edinburgh , at the making of the ſaid Pro. 
climation 16. of November laſt, did proteſt that ic 
might be lawfull for them to cary weapons for their 
own defence, and preſervation againſt any ſuch law- 
leſle invaſion or violence as mightthreaten them,and 
that they might incure no prejudice by carying ſuch 
weapons as thoſe who tollowed Councellours and 
many others did, promiſing to cary themſelves 
accably and irreproveably during thetime of the 
Aſſembly , which accordingly they have done: and 
ſeeing our ſaid carying of weapons was for defence - 
of our lives, againſt the invaſton of theſe barbarous 
ſorners, we arenot cenſurable therefore, by the act 
of Parlament prohibiting the ſaids weapons; Becauſe 
we was repairing to, or returning from the Aſſem- 
bly ar command of his Majeſtics lettersand autho- 
ny IE hR rity 
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rity which is in ſpeciall words cxpreſt in the a& of 
Parlament ac 18. Par. 1, James 6. which is thereaf. 
ter ratified with the ſame proviſions, a 87. Par, 6. 
Tames 6.and thereafter alſo ratified at 248. Par, x5, 
Tames 6. likeas be the 227 act, Par. 14. James 6, All 
honeſt men, and good Subjetts free holders, are au- 
thorized with a commilsion to rake and apprehend 
the perſons and goods of thoſe ſorners and thieves, 
keep themſelves in priſon, and execute them to the 
death. And therefore far more tocarry weapons for 
reſiſting of their ſavage violence, 

And where the formall and ordourly proceeding 
of this Aſſembly is challenged in the Proclamation, 


bctore the clecting of a Moderator, We cannot con 
ccive the ſame tobea juſt cauſe of offence: Becauſe 
albeit according to our bound duety, We defer all 
humble reſpect to his gracious Majeſties Commilsj. 
oner, and to the perſons and places of the prime No- 
ble-men, and Counccllours his Graces Aſſeſſors, 
yet for preſervation of the liberty of the Kirke of [e- 
ſus Chriſt , Wedid inall humility remonſtrate that 
his Majeſtics Commilsioner and Aſſeſſors, how ma- 
nie-ſocver ( whoſe place is not to vote, but roaſsiſt 
the CommilsSioner, by their counſell, for His order- 
ly procceding) could have but only onevoice in the 
Aiſembly: Sinceafter thirty-nine nationall Aſſem- 
blies of this reformed Kirke, where ncither the 
Kings Majeſtic, nor any in His name werepreſenr, 
at the humble and carnelt deftrc of the Aſſembly, his 
Majeſtic graciouſly vouchſafed His preſence, cither 

in 
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in His own royall perſon, or by a Commiſsioner, 
not for voting or multiplying of voices, but as Prin- 
ces and Emperours of old, in a Princely manner , to 
countenance that meeting : And to proceed ini: for 
externall ordour:And if we had been honoured with 
his Majeſties pcrſonall preſence, his Majcſtie (accord- 
ingto the practice of King Iames of bleſſed memory 
would only have giyen His own judgement in vote- 
ing of matters, and would not have called others 
who had not been cloathed with commitſsion from 
the Kirke, to carry things by plurality of voices. 
Which is alſoimported by his Graces Commilſsion 
produced, wherein Heis nominat ſole Commitlsio- 
ner, Likcas alſo his Majeſties Father never had AC 
ſcſſours voiccing inlawfull Afſemblics,nor challeng- 
ed the ſame to his Commiſsioners: Bur only of late 
dayes in theſe corrupt Aſſemblies, which for unde- 
nyable reaſons are declared to have been null ab 
#nitio, And as to the refuſing of the reading of the 
Declinator, and Proteſtation , exhibite by the Pre- 
lates: The ſame was publickly read, and the firſt 
a of the Aſſembly , immediatly after the election 
of a Moderator and conſtitution of the members, 
before the which time there was no Aſſembly eſta- 
bliſhed, to whom the ſame could have been read, or 
by whom it could be judged. Likeas we defired his 
Grace to bring in the Prelates themſelves, and we 
ſhould both anſwer for their ſafery, and givethem a 
full audience, 

And further, whereas his Grace under His hand, 


gave in his Majeſties declaration, mentionedin this z;, 


Proclamation. The ſame being conſidered by the je 
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his Majeſties royall heart ſo far enlarged towards 
them , as willingly tountie fome of thele grievous 
bands wherewith they had been fertered by the 
means of ſome who abuſed their own places, and 
truſt with his Majeſty ; But the ſame was not found 
ſarisfactory, nor ſufficient for eſtabliſhing of alegall 
ſecurity of the points therein mentionate, nor yet 
for purging the corruptions, and ſetling the peace 
ofthis Kirke, as was promiſed, whereof che Com- 
miſtoner his Grace would nor ſtay to be informed, 
but did unexpectedly and ſuddenly remove, to the 
greatgrief of the Aſſembly, who thereby was necel- 
{ate to ulcthe power God had put intheir hands, 


' for removingall-innovations, and ſetling the purity, 


and peace of this Kirke. And ſceing in this Procla- 

mation his Majcſtics declaration is inſert a4 longum, 

and the Aſſembly taxed for not being fully fati(- 

fied therewith, we are enforced to repeat here the 

reaſons, which moved the Aﬀfembly nor tothink the 

ſame ſatisfactory , an hope tharthey coming to his 

Majeſtics 1acred cars, may rethecontinuance 

of His benigne favour, fo acceprable to vhis Kirke, 

by the indiRtion of this Afſembly: and prodaction 

ofthe ſaid declaration, and obtain His royall appro- 

bation to-rhe whole as and proceedings ofthrs AC 
ſembly, which is heartily withed , and wouldreple- 
mth the hearrs of all good SubjeRts with abundant 
joy and contentment. - And firſt where his Maje- 
ſtic hath diſcharged the Service Book ; and Book of 
Canons, and practice of both, and al{adts, Procla- 
mations,and-ordigances made foreftabliſhing there- 
of, wpon informarion that by the introduction of 
them, the Subjects hyve apprehended hcinbringing 
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of Popery, &ſuperſtitioneo havebeen intended. Nei- 
ther TS diſcharge nor the ground thereofare ſaril- 
factory. Not the firſt, becauſe as ſomeacts and Pro- 
clamations dig ſerve for their eſtabliſhing, ſo athers 
gavethem an high approbation, as fit meansro man - 
raine religion and beat down. all ſuperſtition : And 
therefore though theſe which eſtabliſhed them be 
reſcinded,yet theſewhich approved them do remaine 
and may bring forth othera&ts and Proclamations, 
for reſtoring them. or the like hereafter, if theſe 
books reccave not a publick cenſure by the generall 
Aſſembly as the only judge competent to bar them 
and the likeinall rime coming : Seing a&s of Coun- 
cell, and Proclamations, are frequent and variable, 
and yet are no legall valid imeane cither to introduce 
or aboliſh any thing concerning the doctrine and dif- 
Cipline ofthe Kirke, whereinthey neither can medle 
nor ſecurethe Subjects, Next ſeing by the conſtitu- 
tions of this Kirke the generall Aſſembly hath only 
power todetcrmine concerning the matters of Gods 
publick worſhip: And that the framers of theſe 
books, who called themſelves the repreſentativeKirk, 


: made them to be practiſed in ſundry places of the 


countrey by their ownauthority , and thatwhich 
they borrowed from the Lords of ſecret Councell: 
Therefore ut was moſtneceſſare that the ſame ſhould 
be diſcharged by the generall Aſſembly (the only 
truc repreſentative Kirke of this nation) for vindicat- 
ing her juſt right from violent uſurpation and pre- 
venting the like in time coming, Not the ſecond, 
for the Subjects have juſt grounds of perſwaſionthat 
the Prelats and their followers, the framers and 
followers of theſe Books, intended the inbringing 
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of Popery and ſuperſtirion by the introduceing ther- 
of, becauſe, 1. Many grofſe poynts of Popery and 
ſuperſtition are not only clolly couched under the 
cover of enſnaring ambiguiries ( the moſt inſinu- 
ating way of crrours and beſt maskto ſuperſtition) 
Burt alſo expreſly contained in the Books themfel- 
ves , as was made manifeſt by ſundry treatiſes read 
and conſidered in the Affembly, and is now ſo de- 
clared by the Aſſembly. 2. The framers and fa. 
vourers of theſe Books in their ſermones and confer. 
ences have vented ſundry Popiſh errours , and ap- 
proven Popiſh ſuperſtitions: which fplly deteRterh, 
and leaveth no doubt of their intention, in the intro- 
ducing of Books ſo full of Popery and ſuperſtition. 
Secondly the diſcharge of the high Commiſion 
by his Majeſtics Proclamation or Declaration can- 
not be ſufficient, becauſe firſt his Majeſty declareth 
that hecſtabliſhed the ſame for the eafe and benefite 
of the Subjects, that juſtice might be adminiſtrate 
with the more conveniencie and leſſe trouble of the 
people. And now diſchargeth it, becauſethe Sub- 
jets have mistaken His gracious intention: So that 
ifthe mistaking be removed,that which is conceived 
of it ſelf to ſerye for adminiſtration of juſtice, with 
cale and benefite tothe Subjects, may bc eftablithed 
upon pretention of the removeall of all ſuch mistak- 
ings. 2. Though the acts anddeeds, made for eſta- 
bliſhing thereof be reſcinded, yet theacts paft here- 
tofore by the high Commilston are nor reſcinded 
And ſo the Subjects cenſured by it, are ſtill eſtemed 
under theſe cenſurcs: as appearcth by the tenour of 
the Proclamation, wherein the Aﬀembly is taxed, as 
conſiſting of ſome members that are under the cen- 
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ſures of this Kirke , meaning the Biſhops cenſure in 
the high Commiſion. 3, Ir being found contrare 
to the acts of Parlament, and adts of generall Aſſem- 
bly, and extreamly derogatory tothem and all o- 
ther ſubalterne judicatorics both civill and Eccleſia» 
ſticall (which is made clearly manifeſt by a treatiſe 
prefented to the generall Aſſembly) and ir being de- 
viſed and brought in by the ſuggeſtion of Biſhops,as 
ameane whereby they might and have unlawfully ti- 
ranized overall the Subjects:Therefore it is neceflare 
thatthe Parlamentand generall Aſſembly, the high- 
cſt civil and Ecclefiaſticall judicatories, that have 
been wronged , ſhould by their ſeverall ſentences 
utterly aboliſh it as unlawfull and hurtfull. 

Thirdly: whereas his Majeſty diſpenſeth with the 
practiſe of Pearth articles, diſchargeth all from urg+ 
ing the praiſe thereof, freeth from cenſures for not 
urging or practiſing: them , notwithſtanding ofany 
thing contained in theaGts of Parlamenr , or generall 
Aſembly in the contrare, and is contentthat the 
Aſſembly rake the ſame ſo farto their conſideration, 
asto repreſcnt it tothe next Parlamentthere to be ra- 
tified as the Eſtats ſhall finde firting: Theſe cannor 
fatisfie, becauſe, 1,a diſpenſation with thepractiſe 
without aſimple diſcharge leavethir ſtill arbitrare to 
thoſe who will practiſc, and ſocontinueth the rene 
and- diſtractions in this Kirke. 2. Although his 
Majeſtic had diſcharged the practiſe of them by His 
Proclamation, or Declaration, yet,the Subjects had 
not been put in ſecurity thereby exccpr thegencrall 
Aſſembly (ro whole tryallthey belongand were re- 
ferred by all the ſubſcrivers of the Confegionin 
March) dy cither repell thearticles of Pearth, or up- 

| on. 


PROTESTATION 


ongood reaſon deckferhart Aſſembly null, ſince his 
Majeſties Proclamation or Declaration is nota ſuf- 
ficient warrand to infringe an act of Aſſembly , or 
Parliament, made to the contrare. 3. By tying the 
Aſſembly to takethe ſame no further unto their con- 
ſideration thenrto repreſent it to the next Parlament, 
The Aſſembly is both prelimitate ( whereanent re- 
fers to the ſix reaſons againſt prelimitation inſertin 
our Proteſtation September 22.) and weakned in 
power, as if it might not judge and deter- 
mine in matters meerly Ecclefiaſticall with- 
out a licence from his Majeſtie\, or a reference 
to the Parlament, whcreasthe generall Afſembly is 
ſupreme and independent in martersEcclchia-ticall,as 
the Parlament is incivill:{othat when the acts of Al- 
ſembly are ratihed in Parlament, the fameis forad- 
joyning the civill ſanctionto the Eccleliafſtick con- 
ſtitution for the greatterrour of rranſgreſſours. 
Fourthly ancnt the oaths adminiſtrate to Miniſters 
at their entry, it hath not only been pretended, bur is 
ccrtaine and will be made manifeſttorhe Aﬀembly, 
(which alſo now is done) that oaths have been ex- 
acted different from that whichis ſer down in theacts 
of Parlament, and in many ſeverall wayes accordiag 
©o the pleaſure of the Prelats : And where his Maje- 
ſtie declares that no other oath ſhall be requyred of 
a Miniſter at his entry northarwhichis ſet down in 
the act of Parlament, the ſame is of fearfull conſe- 
quence, b<caulcthe act bears anoath ro begivenun- 
tothe Biſhope by Miniſters intrames, and ſo ſuppol- 
cth the office of a Biſhop to be unchangcable and un- 
contravereed ,whereby the Aﬀembly is prelimired 
(againſt the reaſons beforementioned) which may 
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findethat office uſcleſlc and unlawfall inthis Kirke, 
and whichnow they have found upon molt infallible 
reaſons. 5 
Fifthly that his Majeſtic aſſureth, generall Aſſem- 
blies ſhall be kept as oft as the effaurs pt chis Kirke 
ſhall requyre, doth not ſatisfic,, becauſe, 1. by lea- 
ving the ryme undefinitejt prejudgeth the liberty of 
the Kirke of holding yearly generall Afſemblics at 
leaſt, and ofcner pro re #ata: ratificd by theact of Par- 
lament 592. the difuſe wherepf hath been a maine 
cauſe of our evils which ſhould be preveared in time 
comming, by renewing that ancient neceflarie cu- 
ſtome and liberty.2.by the fame act of Patlamentir is 
provyded thatthe King or his Commilsioner being 
preſent ſhall appoynt the cirac and place of the next 
Afsembly: And incaſe his Majeſtic or his Commil- 
ſioner be nor preſent forthetime in thetowa where 
the Aſsembly is holden, it ſhall be lcaſome to the 
ſaid general Aſbembly by themſelves raappoint the 
tie and-place- of the next Aſgmbly, as they have 
beeninuſc in tumes paſt, '!But this declarationnot 0n- 
ly leaves all indefint , bur totally cvens thatpower 
and liberty :competent- to them by ' law '#pd Guy 
ſtonje. 3- Asitdoth notdeterminc hayy.pftzhe ory 
dinary :cffairs-of this Kirke requyrettran, Afergbly 
(which the cuſtome ofthis Kirkeand act ref Cn 
vidently manifeſt to be. yearly once atleaſt }lo neipher 
doth itdetermine whothall judge whenthenecesiy 
of cxtraordinare. cffairs require an Afcmbly pro-re 
nata: whereas undavbtedly the Kirke will be maſt 
ſenſible of her own neceffities, and is themaadt prg- 
per judge of her own efairs: And therefore ſhould 
have frecdome t0-appojnt lis, @wB t4wes wheaſhe 
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finds her ſelf preſſed with preſent exigences, as his 
Majeſtic hath alſo power when he perceives any ne- 
ceſlity requyring the ſame. 

Sixthly , whereas his Majeſty 15- content that all 
the preſent Biſhops and their ſuceſſours be anſwer- 
ableto, and cenſurable by the generall Aﬀſembly, ir 
doth not fatisfie, becauſe, r. it bears a prelimitation 
ofthe Aſſembly in the matter oftrying that office, 
and preſuppoſes the continuance thereof by ſucceſ- 
fion as unqueſtionable. 2. They have been formerly 
made cenſurable 'by the generall Aſſembly in the 
ſtraiteſt way that the Kirke could enjoyn, or they 
could aſſure: And yer theſe thirty yearsthey have 
ſhuned all cenſure (though all their ations deſerved 
it) by procuring generall Aſſemblies to be prorogat, 
and then ſuddenly indited, when they had cunning- 
ly prepared both perſons and purpoſes to their 
minde: Likeas now they have by their declinatour 
refuſed ro anſwer , and be cenſured by this preſenr 
Afcembly mdicted by his Majeſtic,conveened in the 
nameof Chriſt, and perfitely conſtitute inthe mem- 
bers thereof: And therefore it lyeth upon this pre. 
ſent Afsembly to take ſome ſolide courſe, for ſecur. 
ing the Kirke in alltime coming againſt the prejudi- 
ces of their former and frequent breaches contrarie 
to their oaths given. | 

Seventhly, whereas his Majeſtie requyreth this 
preſent Aſsembly to ſubſcribe this confeſsion of 
Faith formerly ſigned by his royallFather 1580.and 
lately commanded by his Majeſtieto be ſubſcribed - 
by all his majeſties Subjecs: The reaſons contained 
inthe Proteſtation September laſt 22, (whereto we 
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that we cannot ſubſcrive the ſame:towhich weadde. 
1. that his Majeſtics Commiſſioner hath declared to 
the Lords of Seſſion when their ſubſcriptions was re. 
quyred,that it might ſubſiſt wtth the innovations in- 
troduced fincethe year of God 1580.which ſome of 
the ſaids Lords then did, 8 all of us do now conceive 
to repugne to the genuine and true ſenſe of the con- 
feſſion of Faith as it was firſt made. 2. That his Grace 
hath proteſted diverſe times in this Aſſembly, that 
nothing done or to be done thercin prejudge the 
Archbiſhops and Biſhops in their priviledges,places, 
power and juriſdition: whereby he declareth that 
thcſe may ſubſiſt with the confeſſion of Faith , not- 
withſtanding they be novations introduced upon 
this Kirke contrare to the ſame fincethe year fore- 
faid, as is now found be the Aſſembly. 3. Thar to 
the Aſſembly preſently conveened and perfeRly 
conſtitute in the members thereof it pertaineth pro- 
perly according to the word of God, conſtitutions 
of this Kirke, and book of Policie, ratified in diverſe 
Aſſemblies, to determine what is the true meaning 
of the confeſhon of Faith, and to make = ſame 
kown to all the members of this Kirke, who there- 
after without ſcruple or danger may ſubſcribe the 
ſame. And although the Aſſembly could nor finde 
this declaration fatisfatory for theſe and the like 
weighty reaſons, yet were they willing the ſame 
ſhould be inſert in their books for obedience to his 
Miajeſtics defire: and thankfully acknowledging his 
Majeſties pious affection to true religion, androyal! 
reſolution to defend the ſame and his SubjeRs in the 
profeſſion thereof expreſtin the cloſure of his royall 
declaration, they were confident that when his Ma- 
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jeſtie ſhall be fully informed thatthe novations in- 
rroduced fince the year i 580,areincompatible with 
the confeſſion o four Faith, He will be pleaſed graci; 
ouſly tovouchſafe His comfortable protection upon 
thoſe , who ( adhearing to the true meaning of that 
confeſſion now fully cleared by the Aſſembly ) have 
abjured all theinnovations introduced, and by their 
great oath and ſubſcription have bound themſelyes 
ro mantaine the true religion, and his Majeſtics per- 

P ſoneand authority in defence ofthe ſame. And thus 
true religion being the channel] which convoyeth 
both deurics to their proper objec, the evidence of 
Gods image in our drcad Soveraigne His Depute 
ſhall be terribleto all the enemies of his Majeſtie,and 
of his loyall Subje&ts who ſtand for the confeſſion 
of Faith and thetrue meaning thereof, and ſhall raiſe 
up the affeions of His religious Subjects towards 
his Majeſticabove all carthly reſpedss 
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the other away one ofthe three Eſtates, we are areſufhciently 
generall cleared thereof by the acts of the Aſſembly, abro-. 
. Teaſons, pating, and aboliſhing Epiſcopall governmear in this 
Kirke for infallible reaſons contained in the ſaid act, 

and alſo by our anſwer publiſhed to the declaration 

* emitted in the Commiſſioners name (which for bre- 

vity we for beare to inſert herein) whereby we have 
ſufficiently evinced that our proceedings are not 
contraire to the laws of the Kingdome, or deſtructive 

of any lawfull third Eſtate, and which partof the 
Proclamation doth cloſe, withan undeſerved impu- 
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| = cn y that nothing was able ro give contentment, except 
j p11copat we were permited to overthrow Epiſcopall govern- 
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fationto our loyalty,bearing that for the like dange- 
rous ads ſo derogatory to royall authority, and tor 
other reaſons importing true Monarchicall govern- 
ment, the Commiſſioner was forced to diſſolve the 
Aſſembly ; but the ſame is ſo generally expreſſed, 
that it appeares evidently to be done of plainepur- 
pole to make us hatefull , which we hope will nor 
work that end,unleſſe ſoine ſpeciall at of diſloyalty 
or malverſation could be ſpecially condiſcended up- 
on(whichundoubredly had notbeenomirtedifit had 
been poſſible)otherwayes that dark cloud of generall 
tearms cannot obfuſcat the pure brightneſle ofour 
ſincere intentions, unlefſe ourtrue repreſentation of 
grievances , and carneſt humble preſſing legall re- 
dreſle thereof at his Majcſties hands, may deſerve 
thataſperſionin the eyes of theſe Councellours who 
think themſelves oblidged rather in abſolute obedi- 
ence, than a duetifull repreſentation to their Sove. 
raigne, of what is juſt and warrantable, where- 
in we appealeto all the world, ifeither our proceed- 
ings, or opinions be any wayes derogatory to the 
true power of Monarchicall governemeart or his 
Majeſties authority, which we are oblidged to de- 
fend with our lives and fortunes by our Covenant, 
And wherein the Proclamation, inthat part there- 
of, ancentthe Commiſſioners diſcharge ofthe Aflem- 
bly, is infinuate ſome expreſsion of his Graces wil- 
lingneſſeto returnthe next morning totheAſſembly, 
We declare that we were moſt ſenſible of the bene- 
fite of his Graces preſence, and receaved great con- 
tentment by that countenance of royall authority in 
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of any ſuch intention , but the truth is, that having 
called our ſelves to our beſt remembrances, we heard 
no word or expreſſion tending that way ; but by rhe 
contrariewe did humbly requyichisGrace togivein 
the reaſons of his diſcontentment in write andto re. 
turnthenextday again,at which time we ſhould give. 
in ſafhcicnt anſwers therto which might wypeaway 
all his Graces objeRions, and move him to continue 
his wiſhed preſence to that Aſſembly, whereat He 


had publickly profcſled he could no longer afliſt: but. 


this bcing refuſed and the Aſſembly diſcharged by 
Him, We were neceſſitate ro proteſt both thatday 
and the day following upon the mercate croſfle of 
Glaſzow, and to ſhow,that inconſcience of our ducty 
to Godand his truth, the King and his honour, the 
Kirk and her liberties, this Kingdomeand her peace, 
this Aſſembly and her freedome, to ourſelves and 
our ſafety, to our poſterity , perſons, and eſtates, 
Wecould-not diſſolve the Aſſembly forthe reaſons 
following. 1. For the reaſonsalready princedanent 
the convecninga generall Aſſembly , whichare now: 
moreſtrong in this caſe, ſecing the Aſſembly was al- 
ready indicted by his Majeſties authority, did con- 
veenand is fully conſtitutein allthe members there. 
of, according to the word of God and diſcipline of 
this Kirke, in preſence and audience of his Majeſties 
Commitſſtoner , who hath really acknowledged the 
ſame by aſſiſting therein ſeven dayes, andexhibition 
of his Majeſtics royall declaration to be regiſtrate in 
the books of this Aſſembly which accordingly was 
done. 2. For the rcaſons contained in the former 
Proteſtations made in name of the Noblemen, Bar- 
rons, Burgeſles, Miniſters, and Commons, whereun. 
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tq we did then judicially , and donow aQtually ad- 
heare,as alſo unto the confeſsion of Faith and Cove- 
nant ſubſcribed and ſworn by the body of this King- 
dome. 3. Becauſe as we arc oblidged by the appli- 
cation and cxplication ſubjoyned neceſsarly to the 
confeſsion of Faith ſubſcribed by us, ſothe Kings 
Majeſtie, and his Commiſſioner, and privie Coun- 
cell, have urged many of this Kingdome to ſubſcribe 
the confeſſhon of Faith made i anno 1580.and 1590- 
And fo to returne to the doctrine and diſcipline of 
this Kirk as it was then profeſled, bur it is cleare by 
the doctrine and diſcipline of rhis-Kirk, thatir was 
moſt unlawfull in the ſelf, and prejudiciall ro theſe 
priviledges, which Chriſt in His word hathleft to 
his K'rke to. diſſolve or break up the Aſſembly of 
this Kirke: or to ſtop and ſtaytheirprocecedings in 
conſtitution of acts,for the well-faire of the Kirke or 
exccution of diſcipline againſt offenders, and foto 
make irappcar that religion and Kirke governement 
ſhould depend abſolutely upon the pleaſure of the 
prince, 4. Becauſe there is no ground of pretence, 
cither beaRof Aſſembly , or Parlament, orany pre- 
cceding practiſe , whereby the Kings Majeſtic may 
diſſolve the generall Aſſembly of the Kirke of Scot- 
Land, far leſſe his Majeſties Commiſſioner , who by 
His commiſhon hath power to indi&,-and kcepir, 
ſecundum legem & praxim, but upon the contrary his 
Majeſties prerogative royall is declared by a& of 
Parlament to be no wayes prejudicial to the privi= 
tedges and liberties which God hath granted to the 
{pirituall office bearers, and meetings of this Kirke, 
which are moſt frequently ratified in Parlaments, 
agd eſpecially in the laſt Parlament holden by his 
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Majeſtie himſelf which priviledges and liberties of 


the Kirk, his Majeſtic will never diminiſh or infringe, 


being bound tomantaine the ſame in integrity by ſo- 
lemne oath given at his royall coronation in this 
Kingdome. 5. The Aſsemblies of this Kirke have 
ſtill enjoyed this freedome, of uninterrupted ficting 
without, or notwithſtandingany contramand , as is 
evidentby all the records thereof , and in ſpeciall by 
the generall Aſsembly holden i» anne 1582, which 
being charged with letters of horning by the Kings 
Majeſtie His Commiſſioner, and Councell, to ſtay 
their proccs againſt M*, Robert CMontgomerie preten- 
ded Biſhop of Glaſgow : Or otherwayes to diſsolve 
and riſe, did notwithſtanding ſhow their liberty and 
freedome by conrinouingand fitting (till , and with- 
outany ſtay going on in that proces againſt the ſaid 
M- Robert, to the finall end thereof,and thereafter by 
letter to his Majeſtic did ſhow clearly, how far his 
Majeſtic had been mifinformed , and upon mifinfor- 
mation prejudged the prerogative of Teſs Chriſt and 
the liberties of this Kirke, and did inact and ordaine 
that none ſhould procure any ſuch warrand or 
charge underthe paine of excommunication. 6. Be- 
cauſe now to diſsolve after ſo many ſupplications 
and complaints, after ſo many reiterated promiſes, 
af.er our long atrendance and expz&ation, after ſo 
many references of proceſses from Presbyteries , af- 
rer the publick indi&tion of the Aſsembly, and the 


{olemne faſt appointed for the ſame, and after fre- ' 


quent convention and formall conſtitution of the Aſ- 
ſembly in all the members thereof and fevendayes 
fitting: were by this a& to off:nd God, contemnethe 
Subjects petitions, deceaye many of their conceaved 
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| hops of redreſse of the calamities of the Kirke and 


Kingdome, multiplie the combuſtions of this Kirk, 
and.make every man deſpaire hereafter ever toſce 
religion eſtabliſhed , innovations removed, the Sub- 
jects complaint reſpected, or the offenders puniſhed 
with conſent of authority, and ſo by caſting the Kirk 
and Eſtate looſe and deſolate , would abandone both 
to ruine. 7. It was moſt neceſſarie tocontinue this 
Aſsembly, for prevcening the prejudices which 
might enſue upon the pretence of two Covenants, 
whereas indeed there is but one: that firſt ſubſcribed 
in 1580, and 1590. being anationall Covenantand 
oath ro God, which is lately renewed by us with that 
necefſare explanation which the corruptions intro- 
duced fince that time contrare to the ſame, enforced: 
whichisalſoacknowledged inthea@ of Councell in 
September laſt , declaring the ſameto be ſubſcribed 
as it was meaned the time of the firſt ſubſcription, 
and theretore, for removing that ſhameand all pre- 
judices, which may follow upon the ſhow of two 
different Covenants and confeſſions of Faith inone 
nation,the Aſsembly could not diſſolve before it had 
tryed, found, and derermined that both theſe Cove- 
ants are but one and the ſelf ſame Covenant : The 
latter renewed by us, agreeing to the true genuine 
ſenſe and meaning of the firſt as it was ſubſcribed in 
anno 1580. 

And further inthe ſaid Proclamation , the ſtraine 
of our Proteſtation is taxed , becauſe we havethere- 
by preſumed, to cite thoſe of his Majeſties Councell 
who have procured, ſubſcribed, or ratified this Pro- 
clamarion, to be reſponſall to his Majeſtic andthree 
Eſtates of Parlament , whereas the ſame _—_— 

juniy 


eMnent- 
onr citas 

tion of 
Comncets 
lows, 
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juſtly quarrelled, becauſe ir is grounded upon the 
law of the Kingdome, and warranted by the at of 
Parlament therein cited -12. a& Par. 2.1ames 4.which 
act is grounded upon good reaſone: for it were 
ſtrangetothink that Councellours giving bad coun- 
ccl] ro the evident prejudice and ruine of the coun- 
trey, and publick detriment of the good Subjects, 
ſhould not be countable thereforeto his Majeſticand 
His Eſtates:and itis not withoutinſtance in our laws, 
that perverſe counſel hath been given in miſguiding 
the Kings and common good of this rcalme a 6. 
Par. I. James 4. which is alſo acknowledged by the 
reduction of grants made by Kings to thele perverſe 
Counſcllours a z.Par. 4. and act 5.Par. 1. 1am 4. 
Theperverſenes of which miſguyding counſel], hath 
becnaſſuredly the cauſe why inthe nextParlament in 
the yearimmediatly ſubſequent, the Kings Councell 
was choſcn in Parlament, and ſworn in preſence of 
the King and three Eſtates, and ordaincd to be re. 
{ponſalland accuſcable to the King and three Eſtates 
for their counſell, Which clearcth that both evil 
counſell may be given, and thatthe Counccll may be 
accuſed before the King and Parlament for malver- 
ſation in thcir charge. Likeas his Majeſticinthe P ro- 
clamation, maks all perſons lyableto the Parlament 
and generall Aſgembly , and ſo giveth way to this 
previous Citation, which may ſerve for a forewarn- 
ing and intimation that they may beaccuſed it they 

bee guilty, as we know all are not, and wiſh that | 
none were. 

Anent All which heavy objeRionsand impurations are 
the jure Premittedin the Proclamation to the conclufionand 
Eien; ard Command thereof, which reſolveth into two ho 
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the r. diſcharging obedience to the acts of Afgem- 
bly, and Tomas” all who ſhall diſobey from cen- 
ſure, and promiſing Protection to the diſobeyers, 
and inhibiting all Presbyccrics, Seſſons ofKitks, Mi- 
niſters within this realme in theic Sermons, Seſſons, 
and meetings, or any otherwaycs, toauthorize, ap- 


prove, or allow, the Aſsembly atG/aſgow, or do any 


deed which may countenancethe ſaine, under paine 
to be puniſhed with all rigour: And commanding all 
who ſhall heare them,to delate the ſame,under paine 
of the like puniſhments, likewayes ſtraitly charging 
and commanding all Iudges within this realme, 
Clerks, and Writers, not to grant or palse a bill, 
ſummond, or letters, or any other execution what- 
ſoever, upon any a&, or deed, proceeding from the 
ſaid Aſsembly:and all keepers of the Signet from Sig- 
neting thereof, under all higheſt paine. And the ſe. 
cond head commanding all Subjects to ſubſcribe 


. and ſwear the Confeſſion commanded by his Maje- 


ſtie conforme to the ſenſeand meaning of the decla- 
ration publiſhed by the Commiſſioner, whereunto 
we need not here make any anſwer, butremits the 
ſame to a ſpeciall anſwer publiſhed inprint made to 
that declaration. But for the firſt the ſame is ſo far 
repugnanttothe word of God, practiſe of the primi-. 
tive Kirke, the laws-civill and canonicall, the cu- 
ſtome of all nations , the conſtitutions of ourgene- 
rall Aſsemblies, as of Parliament, practiſe of other 
judicatories withinthis Kingdome, tothe confeſſion 
of Faith and diſcipline of this Kirke , as we cannot 
believe any ſuch commandments to proceed from 
our gracious King , but from the malice and miſin- 
formation of our adverſaries, the conſcienc #y 

whole 


of the 
Proclas 
mation, 
and our 

anſwer 
thereu?- 
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whoſe guiltineſse affrighteth them ro undergo their | 
deferved cenſure, which is clear. 1, Thatthe fame 

is contrare to the law of God, from that place of 
Scripture Mart. 18. Where in the Kirk is command- 

cd abfolarely tro inflit cenfares, 1. Cor, 5, Wherein / 
the Kirk did execute that commandment. And the 
Kirks of Pergamws and Thyatira, are reproved for not - 
executing Ecclefiaſticalt cenſures againſt thofe who 

hcld the done of Balaam,or of ezebel. 2. Rev. So 
thatthe power of the keys in Eccleſiaſticall cenſures 

is ſo intrinſecally and ſo effentially competent to the 

Kirk and general Aſs<mbly jure 4rvino, as obedience 

ro her decreers. affd exccations thereof cannot be 
ſuſpended,far leſfe taken awiy and diſchirgedby hu- 
mane authority, more nor the power obpreaching & 
adminiſtration of the Sacrametits. 2. Tt is contrare 

/ to thepraRtiſeofthe ApoſtolickandPtimicive Kirks, 

whoſe conſtant praQiſes was to exceute the ſpiritu- 
2MI'fun&ions and cerifires , andnotwichſtanding hu- 
mane prohibitiotis, to obey God rather than man. 
3+ Itis contraretothe civill law ,f contra jus vel utile- 
Tate publicam, vel 'ptr mendacium fuerit aliquidpoſtu- 
latum vel impetratum ab iniperatore. Et titulo de di- 
verſes reſcriptis & pYagmidticis ſanttionibus. 4. The 
fameis contrateto the 'Carinon law decrer. decretal, 
extravazan. titulo de reſtriptrs. 5. Itis contrary to the 
vhiverſall cuſtome in all nations ordaining their Ju- 
dicatories ro do/jiſtice, notwithſtanding their Prin- 
'ces prohibition: as is cleareby Convarmuia in Spaine, 

Pappoy in Frante, Suediwyne in Germanie, crc, uponthe 

title de reſtriptis aut conftitationibus principur. 6. To 
the conſtiruriotis of gerierall-Aſsemblies : becauſe in 
ſundty generall Afemblics upon complaints _ 
© that 
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that the Kings Majeſtic and his Councell by their 
letters offered ſome ſtope to the Kirk tromgoing on 
ia her Eccleſiaſticall ceaſures, eſpecially by ac of the 
generall Aſsembly conveaned inthe new Colledge 
of Sanctandrows, 20. April 1582, It is ordained 
that none being receaved to any Eccleſiaſtical fun- 
Rion,offichor beef ce,ſcek any wayby the civill po- 
wer toexceme and withdraw themſelves from the 
juriſdiftian of the Kirk, or procure, obtaing, or uſe 
any letters, or charges , either be themſelves, or any 
other in their name or at their command and in- 
ſtance, to impare, hurt , or ſtay, the ſajd juriſdiction, 
diſcipline, correRion of manners, gr puniſhment of 
their offences , and enormities , or to make any ap» 
pcllation, from the generall Aſsembly, to ſtape the 
diſcipline, and ordour of the Ecclefiaſticall pollicie, 
and juriſdiftion granted by Gods word tothe office- 
bearers within the ſaid Kirk , under the paine of ex- 
communication ſummarly, without any proceſſe,or 
admonition to be pronounced by the judgement of 
the Elderſhip, by the Miniſter, or Miniſters which 
ſhall be appointed by them, how ſoon it is knowa 
that any of the ſaids headsaretranſgreſled ; Likeas 
both the Kings Majeſtie and his Councell promiſed 
that none thereafter ſhould have that —_ to coM- 
plaine:as is manifeſt by the a of Aſzembly at Mont- 


» roſe in Tuly 1597. And inthe Aſsembly halden ar 


Santt-androws 24. Apryl 1582. being charged with 
letters of horning not to proceed againſt M*, Robert 
Montgomrie , the Aſsembly did write to his Majeſtic 
that this diſcharge was extraordinary, as athing that 
was never heard nor ſeen ſince the world began and 
was direly againſt che word of Godand,laws of the 
107 wag SAS: Kingdome: 
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Kingdome. And yet notwithſtanding of the ſaid 
charge the Aſſembly did proceed and excommuni-. 
cate the ſaid Mr. Robert . Further in the Aſsembly ar 
Edinburgh the 27. of Tun 158%. Sefl. 7. amongſt 
the grievances preſented by the Kirk to the King,the 
firſt, is that his Majeſtic by deviſe of fome Councel- 
I6urs 15 moved to take upon him thar ſpirituall po- 
cer and authority which properly bclongerh to 
hriſt as only King and head of his Kirk, the Mint - 
ſerie and execution whereof is only given to ſuch 
as bear office in the Ecclefiaſticall governement of 
the ſame, ſo thatin his-Majeſties perſon ſome men 
preaſſe to ere a Popedome, as-though his Majeftie 
could not be full King and head of this Common- 
wealth unlefle alſwell the ſpirituall as cemporall 
ſword be put in his Majeſtics hands, unlefſe Chriſt 
be reft of his authoritic, and the two juriſdictions 
confounded, which God hath divided, whichdire- 
&ly tends to the wrack and overthrow ofall true rc. 
ligion, &c, And in the Aſsembly holden at Edin- 
burzh in October 1582, Sc, 15. Summonds are di- 
rect be the generall Aſsembly againſt the Kings Ad- 
vocate, for drawing up the Kings Proclamation of 
that ſtraine.7, The foreſaid command is alſo contrare 
tothe acts of Parlament: becauſe as the acts of Parla- 
ment appoimeth every matter for its own Iudicato- 
rie and to all Iudicatorics there own freedome fo 
much more doththis liberty bclong to the nationall 
Aſsembly being the ſupreme Tudicatory Eccleſia- 
ſtick of this Kirkand only competent Iudgeinmat- 
ters ſo important, and ſo ncerly concerning Gods 
honour and worſhip immediatly,the ſalvation ofche 
peoples ſouls, the (erling of the purity of Gods yr 
Pp, 
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ſhip, the purging away the corruptions thereof, and 
right conſtitutions of the Kirke whole liberriesand: 
priviledges are confirmed Par. x2. King James 6. and 
Par. 1, King Charles, Likeas by the 12. Par. 114.a& 
King Tomes 6, anno 1592. Thelibertie and diſcipline 
of the Kirk eſpecially in her Presbyteries and Aſsem- 
blics arc fully and firmly ratified, with declaration, 
that thea& of the Kings Majeſtics prerogative royall 
over all Eſtates and perſons ſhall nowayes be pre- 
judiciall ro the priviledges which God hath given to 
the ſpirituall office-bearers in the Kirk, concerning 
heads of religion, matters of herefie , excommunica- 
tion, collation, and deprivation of Miniſters,or any 
ſuchlike cſ{sentiall cenſures eſpecially grounded and 
having warrand of the word of God, with full po- 
wereven to the particular Presbytcries to put order 
to all matters and cauſes Eccleſtaſticall within their 
bounds, according to the diſcipline of the Kirke. 
8. The Lords of Councell andSeſſion by at 92.Par. 
6. King /ames 6. arc ordained to proceed inall civill 
cauſes intended or depending before them, or tobe 
intended , and to cauſe execute their decrees, not« 
withſtanding any private writting, charge, or com- 
mand from the Kings Majeſtic, or His Councelt in 
the contrare and by the 47.a&, rr, Par King Iames 6, 
Alllicences and ſuperſcderces purchaſt from his Ma- 
jeſtic, are diſcharged as contempt done tothe law, 
as great hurt tothe lieges, and contrare tojuſtice,and 
declarcth the ſame to be null ofthe law, and notad. 
miſſible beany judge, nor cffectuall to the purchaſer 
any wayes, and ordaineth all judges within this re- 
alme to procced and do juſtice;ficlike and in the ſame 
maner as if the ſaid ſuperſederees &licences never had 
been purchaſt nor produced, Likeas by the 196, act. 


: 
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Par, 7. King Iames 6. All licences granted be his Ma- 

jeſtic to hinder the execution of acts againſt Papiſts 
and other adverſares of the true religion arediſcharg- 

ed and declared to be of no force. According to 
which it hath been the ordinary cuſtome both in ci- 
vill and Eccleſiaſticall Iudicatories (notwithſtanding 
of privie warrants or prohibitions contrare to law 
which commonly are impetrate from his Majcſtie 
upon miſinformation ) to procced and miniſter ju- 
ſtice. 9. To diſcharge obedience to the aRts of the 
Aſſembly , ſtope the execution thereof, protect and 
defend ſuch as are delinquents and under the Kirks 
cenſure,doth dire&ly repugnetg phe large conteſhon 
of Faith of this Kirk. WhercirCap. 19. the third 
mark of the true Kirk is afirmedtobeupright,mini- 
niſtration of Eccleſiaſticall diſcipline,as Gods word 
preſcrives, for eſtabliſhing good ordour and reprel- 
ſing of vice:and ſo no more can be impeded nor juſtly 
taken from the Kirkthen any ofher other two marks 
Viz. The right preaching of the wor miniſtrati- 
on of the ſacrament : And thcreforgin the oathar 
the Kings coronation, he ſweareth ro mantainethis 
Conftcfhon, and theſe three marks ofthe Kirke, and 
particulaply that he ſhall be carefull to root out of his 
Empire all Hereticks and enemies to the worſhip of 
God, that ſhajl beconvict be the true Kirk of God of 
the foreſaids crunes, 10, Intheſhort confeſſion of 
Faith ſworn 1580. and 1590, and renewcd by the 
greateſt and beſt part of this Kirke and Kingdome, 

_ with an explication renewed alſo at his Majeſties 

command by his Councell: All are bound to con- 

tinge in obedience of the doctrine and diſcipline of 
the Kirke and defendthe ſame according to their vo- 

cation 
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cation and power. So that ſeeing this generall Af. 
ſembly hath proceeded in their conſticution, acts, 
and whole proccedings according to the diſcipline 
of this Kirke of Scotland 15 80. and 1590.contain- 
cd in the fecond book of diſcipline: which in both 
theſe years were ordamed to be regiſtrare and ſworn 
to by allche Miniſters of this Kik , asthe diſcipline 
thereof, and wherein the civill and Eccleftaſticall 
juriſdiction are ſo clearly diftinguithed in the 1, Cap. 
Lib. 2, as the power of theſword may nowaics ſtope 
orimped the pawer of the keyes: and inthe 7. Cap. 
the Elderſhip and Aſſemblies hath powerto execute 
Eccleſiafticall puniſhment upon all tranſgreſſours 
and proud contemaners.of the Kirk. And inthe 10.cap. 
the office of the Chriſtian Magiſtrate isdeſcryvedta 
aſſiſt.and mantaine the diſcipline ofthe Kirk,and pu- 
niſh thoſe civilly who will nor obey rhe cenſurcs 
thereof, without confounding alwayes the one jurif- 
dition withtheother: and this order of Ecclefiaſti- 
call diſciptine,coadeſcended upon in.general Afſem< 
blies as warranted by divine authority to beexecute 
notwithſtanding any humane inhibition ,.is ſer down 
before the Pſalmes in merter : and therefore we can 


- never expedt that his Majeſtic, who out of his pious 


inclination tojuſticeby alate Proclamation 22. Sep- 
tember laſt hath declared and ordained thar all His 

Subjects bothEcclefiaſticall and civill ſhall be lyable 

to the rryall and cenſure of generall Aſſembly or any 

other Tudicatorie competent , will now ſtay the exe- 
cution of the lawfull and-grave ſentences of thisna- 
tionall-Kirk, ſo comfortableto us, and ſo neceſharie 

for mantaining the;purity of religion: whichhis' Ma- 
jeſtic inthe end ofthe articles betore mentioned hath 

_ wa offer promiſcd. 
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promiſed to defend, and His Subjet in theprof:(- 
ſton thereof, which is incompatible with the defence 
ofexcommunicateand obſtinate perſgas. But there. 
fore weare aſſured that his gracious Majeſtic will be 
pleaſed to allow that reverenceand all ready obedi- 


cnce may be deferred to the whole acts, conſtituti- 


ons, and cenſures of thefaid generall Aſſembly, by 
all HisSubje&s, who undoubtedly and neceſſarly are 
eblidged to obedience of all the lawfull commands 
and injunctions of the mother Kirk if they would be 
accounted members or ſons thereof. 

By all which cloud of weighty reaſons the war- 
rantableneſle of our juſt proceedings doth evidently 
appear,notwithſtanding of all rhe arguments of chal. 
lenge adduced againſt us in the ſaid Proclamation: 
And therefore for theſe and many other reaſons, We 
the members ofthis Aſſembly, in our own names, 
and inthe name of the Kirke of Scotland , whom we 
repreſent, And we Noble-men , Barrons , Gentle. 
men, Miniſters , Burgeſles, and Commons, before 
mentioned, do ſolemnly declare in the preſence of 
theeverliving God and before all men : And proteſt 

That our thoughts are not guilty of any thing 
which is not incumbent to us, as good Chriſtians 
towards God, and loyall Subje&srowards our Sa- 
cred Soveraigne. And we attcſt God theſearcher 
otall hearts, that our intentions and whole procced- 
ings in this preſent Aſſembly have been and ſhall 
continue accordingtothe word of God,thelaws and 
conſtitutions of this Kirke, the confeſſion of Faith, 
our nationall oath, and that meaſure of light , which 
God the Father of light hath granted unto us, and 
that in the {inceriry of our hearts, withour any pre- 
occupation orpaſhon, 
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 Thatit was aod is moſt lawfull and neceſſary for 
us to (it ſtill and continue in keeping this preſent Aſ- 
ſembly indicted by his Majeſtic , untill after conclu. 
fion of all matters it be diſſolved by common con- 
{ent of all the members thereof, and that fortrying 
judging and cenſurcingall the by-gone evils, and the 
introductors, and provyding a ſolide courle for the 
continuance of Gods truth in this land with purity 
and liberty , according to his word, our oath and 
confe/ſion of Faith , and the lawfull conſtitutions 
of this Kirk. 

Thatthis Aſſembly is and ſhould beeſteemed and 
obeyed as a moſt lawtull, full and free generall AG 
{embly of this: Kingdome, And thar all as ſenten- 
ces, conſtitutions, cenſures and proceedings ofthis 
Aſſembly (whereof the generall and principall ats 
are to be publiſhed, ) are inthe ſelf, ww ſhould be re- 
puted, obeyed, and obſerved, by all the SubjeRs of 
this Kingdome , 'and members of this Kirke, asthe 
aQs, ſentences, conſtitutions , cenſures and proceed- 
ings ofa fulland free generall Aſſembly of this Kirk 
of Scotland: And to haveall ready execution, under 
the Ecclefiaſticall-paines contained or:to, be contain. 
ed therein, and conforme thereto inall points; and 
ſuchlike that whoſoever preſumeth ro utter,any,un- 
duerifull ſpeach againſt the ſame, may be duely cen- 
ſured and condignely puniſhed, + 

We proteſt that all and every member of this re- 
formed) Kirke cfoldly and fairhfilly joynandcon- 
curre in theirſeverall callings and ſtations,to advance 
further and affiſtthe execution and obedience of the 
whole ads of this Aſſembly, by all means which 
their ability can afford: as my affect the advance- 
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ment of Gods glory and the work of reformation 


in this land. | 

We proteſt againſt all the challengesand aſperſi; 
ons laide upon us inthe faid Proclamaton, andthat 
our whole anſivers are not only trueinevety poytz 
but likewiſe ſufficiently forceable to deliver us frottt 
unjuſt impurations,and to juſtifiethe lawtulnefſeand 
neceſſity of our whole proceedings and carriage, 
which hach been ſo unteaſonably blamed. Likeas by 
theſe preſents we ſwnmond and cite all thoſe of his 
Majeſties Councell, or any other , who have pro- 
curcd, conſented, ſubſcribed, or ratifiedthis preſent 
Proctamation, to be reſponſableto his Majeſtic and 
three Eſtates of Parlamcnr , for their counfell given 
inthis matrer, ſo highly importing his Majeſtie, and 
the whole realme;conformeto the i 2a Par. 2 King 
Tames 4. And proteſt for remead of law againſt them 
and 'every-one of them. 

- Weproteſt thatit is and maybelawfullnnco us to 
defend and mantaine the religion, laws, and liberries 
of this Kingdomne,, the'Kings authoriry. indetence 
thereof, and every one of us another inthat cauſe ac- 
cording to ourpower, vocarion,and Covenant, with 
our beſt counſel, bodies,and lives, means,and whole 
ſtrengrth;againſt alt perfons whomſoevettand againſt 
al externall, and internall invafions,;andrhar inthe 
obedienceand obſervance of the acts of this Aﬀem- 
blyand-nationall;worher Kirk,  - - 

Thar wharſoeverinconvenients thabfat ourby umpe- 
ding,moleſting,or ſtxying the obſervance andobedi- 
ence due totheas,ordinances & conclufionsof this 
Afﬀeinbly, or execution ts-folow thereupon, thar 
the ſane be not-imipired timo-us,or m—_—_— 
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lawfulldefence and mafrainante thereof, who mot 
ardently deſired the concurrence . of his Majeſties 
Commiſſioner to this lawfull Aſſembly, and do yer 
ſill with humble vehemencie beg his Majeſties'gra- 
cious approbation thereunto, bur 'on the contraro 
that the Prelates atdtheir adherents; who have pro- 
teſted , and declinedrhis prefent Aﬀemblyinconſti- 
ence of their own-guiltinefſe, not daring abide any 
legall tryall, and by their mifiatormation did move 
the Commitlioner his Grace,todepartand diſchazge 
this Aſſtmbly, be efteemed; 'repar and holden (as 
they truely are) the difturbers of thepeace and over- 
throwers of the liberties of rhe Kirk, and guilty of 
all -the evils which ſhall follow hereupon, and ac- 
cordingly cenfured according to the grearnefle of 
their faults and acts of the Kirk and realme. . 

We proteſt that none hereafter ſub{cribethe Co- 
venant formerly ſubſcribed by the Commiſſioner 
his Grace in Councell, as they will eſhew the dan- 
ger of a contradiory oath, but that all and every 
one ſubſcribe the Covenant renewed in Februarie 
laſt. And that withthis ſenſe, meaning, and conditi- 
on, that they ſubſcribe the ſame conforme to the de- 
termination and declaration of this Aſſembly at 
Glaſzrw allanerly.. © * / + "0.7 drm Y 

We proteſt that as weadheare till all the former 


Proteſtations and everyone of them made in pe 


name ofthe NoblemenBarrons, GentlemetiyMidi 

ſters, and C#tamons reſpectawe for the time, So we 
maPhave his Majefties royalt approbation to this 
preſent Aſſembly, whole acts and conſtitutions ther- 
of, and all our proceedings and behaviourin this bu- 


ſincſſe, which we aſluredly expeR from his _ 
| +> "P 


P'RQTESTATION 
fies imbred piety, juſtice,andbounty,norwithſtand- 
ing the ſiniſtrous, untrue informations , whiſpered 
in his Royall caresintheconerare, 

Uponall-which Premiſſes an@ Proteſtation fore- 
ſaid ( whichis the ſame with the former madeby us 
at Glaſzow, the 29. of November laſt, but ſo far dif- 
fering'as was neceſſary for anſwer to the new additi- 
ons contained in this Proclamarion; and clearing us 
ofcheaſperſions wherewith-we are charged tHere- 
in, which we-mightlawfully do, having proteſted 
for this liberty in reſpe& of our ſurpriſall ) Ane 


certaine number ofall qualities and ranks for them- 
ſelves, andin name foreſaid,asked inſtruments. This 
was doncin preſence of a great confluence of people 
upon the mercate crofle of Edinburgh the 18. day 
of December. x 6 3 8. 
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